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II CORINTHIANS 

PAUL'S MOST PERSONAL Epistle 

 
 

 

 

Question: what letter did Paul write to these believers even before he wrote 
"First Corinthians"” 

 

1 Cor. 5:9 eight "letter of instruction" — since lost 

 

Question: what was the next letter to be written? 

 

First Corinthians 

 

Question: what kind of letter does the apostle Paul mention in 2 Corinthians 
2:4? 

 

2 Cor. 2:4 a "painful letter" 

 

Question: what  might this be referring to (two possibilities): 

 

First Corinthians, or a "painful letter" now lost 

 

Question: what do ALL all of St. Paul's epistles contain? 

 

Law, gospel, sanctification — sin and grace 

 

Question: yet there is something unique about 2 Corinthians. For instance, 2 
Corinthians is not mainly a doctrinal work such as which other epistles of 
Paul? 

 

Romans and Ephesians 

 

Question:2 Corinthians also does not deal mainly with the great practical 
problems of Christian life, such as which other epistles of Paul? 

 

Galatians and Thessalonians 

 

Question: rather, 2 Corinthians is “a pouring out of , , ,  

 

A pouring out of the main Paul himself." 

Part One: Background and Introduction 

 

Question: when was the book of Second Corinthians written? Where was the 
apostle Paul when he wrote it? 

 

Around 55 A.D., written from Macedonia 

 

Question: how close together was the writing of First and Second 
Corinthians? 

 

Probably within the space of a year 

 

Question: when was Greek Corinth destroyed? When was Roman Corinth 
built? 

 

Records destroyed 146 BC, Roman established 44 BC 

 

Question: what kind of people were the first settlers of the Roman colony? 

 

Legion veterans, freed slaves, merchants and tradesmen, Jews. 

 

Question: when did Paul first visit Corinth and establish the congregation 
there? 

 

On his second missionary journey, Acts 18:1 – 17 

 

Question: why was Corinth ideally situated as a trade center? 

 

Located on a narrow isthmus between two seas. 

 

Question: list some of the conditions in Roman Corinth that cause difficulties 
for the Corinthian Christians: 

 

Cultural diversity, immorality, prostitution, superstition, internal 
factions 

 

 


