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Third in a Series 

II CORINTHIANS 

PAUL'S MOST PERSONAL Epistle 

  

Question: what does it mean when a product is sealed? In what 
way does God “seal” his believers? What does it say to the 
believers’ enemies in the world? 

special mark—belongs to me/ marks us as his own—tells  

enemies, hands off! 

Question: what additional “guarantee” of our salvation has the 
Lord given us? 

spirit received in baptism is God’s “deposit” of his  

continued faithfulness 

Questions for Further Discussion.  

What is Paul willing to brag about?  

What is the basis for his integrity?  

Are there church leaders who operate on the basis of “fleshly 
wisdom”? (verse 12)  

How does their ministry differ from those who operate on the 
basis of “the grace of God”?  

When has something painful served as a “grace” or “benefit” in 
your life? (verse 15) 

 

 

Faithful Ministers of the Faithful God 

Warm-up:  nobody likes a braggart! And yet we're all tempted to 
do it. Can you think of a time when your bragging got you into 
trouble? How did the episode turn out? Did anything about you 
change as a result? Are there things we should brag about? 

Question: Paul's critics may have been accusing him of 
boasting about himself. But in verse 12, far from “boasting”, 
Paul makes a straight forward claim—what is it? 

2 Cor 1:12  that he conducted himself simply, and with  

godly sincerity 

Question: when it comes to one's conduct, which do you think is 
harder to live up to—“fleshly wisdom” or “thegrace of God”? 

human wisdom dictates a low standard of holiness and 

 purity—scout oath 

Question: of all the congregations Paul visited, where was he 
most careful to show simplicity and godly sincerity? 

In Corinth—“more abundantly toward you” 
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Question: Paul’s critics may also have been deliberately 
misunderstanding his letters, reading between the lines and 
accusing him of teaching new doctrines. But what does Paul say 
his letters contain? 

2 Cor 1:13  nothing but the pure doctrine he always taught 

 and wrote about before. 

Question: what do you think Paul meant by the expression “in 
the day of the Lord Jesus” in verse 14? 

2 Cor 1:14  the day of judgment!  

Question: in what way would Paul and his fellow workers be the 
Corinthians’ “boast” on the day of judgment? 

The verdict “not guilty” would be theirs because of the  

gospel Paul brought them. 

Question: how would the Corinthians be Paul’s boast? 

Paul was sent with the gospel to them, they are proof he  

carried out his Commission. 

Question: what had been Paul's initial plan regarding the 
Corinthians — a plan that did not in fact work out? 

2 Cor 1:15-16  To make another visit to Corinth between  

Ephesus and Macedonia. 

Question: in view of the next question, how do you think Paul's 
critics in Corinth used that change in plans against him? 

2 Cor 1:17 accused him of being weak and indecisive. 

Question: some people do think that changing one’s plans 
demonstrates a lack of character. Do you think that's true? Why 
or why not? 

lack of flexibility can be a drawback, stubbornly sticking to 

 a bad plan is foolish.  

Question: what is Paul's answer to that accusation? 

2 Cor 1:18  Our word to you was not yes and no. 

Question: in fact, says Paul, his gospel presentation has been 
as faithful as what? 

As God's faithfulness! 

Question: “yes” and “Amen” in verse 20 synonyms? Who 
confirms the promises? Who says Amen to them? 

2 Cor 1:20  God confirms the promises, we respond with  

our Amen. 

Question: there is a word play in verse 21. The name “Christ” 
comes from the Greek verb for “anoint”. What do believers have 
in common with Jesus? 

2 Cor 1:21  they’ve both been anointed 

1 Peter 2:9  royal priesthood, holy nation 

Question: bearing in mind that Corinth was center of trade (and 
that Paul was a tradesman), what business metaphors does the 
Apostle employ in verse 22? 

“sealing” a product, providing a down payment or  

guarantee. 


