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Eighth in a Series 

II CORINTHIANS 

PAUL'S MOST PERSONAL Epistle 

  

Question: Then if “what is done in the body” cannot serve to justify 
us, what purpose DOES it serve in the judgment court of God? 

Serves as evidence (example of fingerprints) 

Questions for Further Discussion: 

Some of the difficulties we endure in life do not seem (at least at the 
moment) to be “light affliction.” Think back to a trauma you endured 
early in your life. has your view of that experience changed with the 
passing of years? If so, in what ways? 

All Christians share a desire, to a greater or lesser extent, to serve 
Jesus with their lives. Do you think that impulse gets stronger or 
weaker as one grows older? 

Some say, “A Christian should never get too comfortable in this 
world.” Do you agree? Why or why not? 

 

Part 8 – 2 Cor. 4:16-5:10  Home in the Body, Absent from the Lord 

Warm-up: Have you ever gone camping in a tent? What’s the longest 
time you’ve ever spent living in a tent? What are the advantages? 
Disadvantages? Why does living in a tent start to get old if you do it 
too long? 

Question: In verse 16, Paul says “therefore we do not lose heart.” 
what was it in the foregoing that kept Paul from being discouraged? 

2 Cor 4:14  he who raised Jesus will also raise us. 

Question: What is our “outward man” and “inward man”? What 
inverse relationship between the two? 

2 Cor 4:16  Physical, spiritual -- getting worse, getting better  

Question: Paul knew or two about affliction. And yet, looking back, 
why does he describe the afflictions in his life? Why does he even 
appreciate those afflictions? 

2 Cor 4:17  “lightNESS” - working far more exceeding weight of glory 

Question: What’s are two more obvious differences between the 
things of the “outward man” and the things of the “inward man”? 

2 Cor 4:18  latter are UNSEEN, ETERNAL 

Question: Paul continues with the connecting word “for.” What’s the 
connection between the last verse and this one? 

2 Cor 5:1  this verse describes WHY the outward is temporary 
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Question: Paul uses the perfect metaphor to compare our present life 
in the world to our future life in heaven. What is it? 

2 Cor 5:2-3 Life here a tent, nomadic, life in heaven eternal, not manmade 

Question: In what way is the Christian’s life similar to the unsettled 
“tent life” of a wandering nomad? 

Hebrews 13:14  here we have no continuing city 

Question: Why do even Christians sometimes “groan” in our trials and 
suffering? Is it because we want to abandon our life in this world? 

2 Cor 5:4  no, work to do for Christ here, but long for heaven! 

Romans 8:23  groan, waiting eagerly for redemption of our body 

Question: Remain in the world and work for Christ? Or go to heaven 
and BE with Christ? Which is better? Who gets to choose? 

Philippians 1:23-24  to BE with the Lord far better, but He chooses when  

Question: In what way will “mortality be swallowed up by life” at the 
end of our earthly sojourn? 

1 Corinthians 15:53-54  death the last enemy, overcome by resurrection 

Question: The Scriptures in many places promise us eternal life in 
Christ, but Paul says we already have a down-payment on the 
inheritance – what is the down-payment? 

2 Cor 5:5 the Spirit – in our hearts, our faith 

What is “decision theology”? Which simple verb in verse 5 makes it 
plain that coming to faith is not something WE do? 

“Who also HAS GIVEN us the Spirit” 

 

Question: What gives us confidence even though we groan with 
discomfort in our temporary home on earth? 

2 Cor 5:6  we endure with conf, because we’re joining the Lord soon! 

Question: Think about the next verse in literal terms. Why is it hard to 
do what this verse tells us? 

2 Cor 5:7  have to ignore what our eyes tell us, trust God 

Question: Like Paul, we’ll do the best we can in our service for the 
Lord while we are in this world. But what will be much better? 

2 Cor 5:8  absent from the body and present with the Lord 

Question: What is our chief aim, both in this life and in the next? 

2 Cor 5:9  to be well-pleasing to Him! 

Romans 14:8  live or die, we are the Lord’s! 

Question: The above discussion leads quite naturally to the subject of 
the final judgment. Paul addresses several aspects of the Judgment. 
What is the FIRST thing we know about Judgment Day? 

2 Cor 5:10  we must all appear, inescapable – “dei” MUST 

Question: On that Day, everyone will “receive” (lit: “carry away”) 
either good or bad – a guilty verdict or a not guilty verdict. What will 
be the criteria for this judgement? What false conclusion might a 
SUPERFICIAL reading of this verse lead a person to? 

That God will judge according to the Law 

Question: How do we know this CANNOT be the meaning of this 
passage?  

Romans 3:20-24  deeds of the Law NO FLESH JUSTIFIED 


