
Page 4 Page 1 

Ninth in a Series 

II CORINTHIANS 

PAUL'S MOST PERSONAL Epistle 

  

Question: Then how SHOULD we, like Paul, regard all people? 
 
Spiritually, in Christ, “sinners saved”, all spiritually equal 
 
Question: To what do you think Paul was referring when he said “we 
have known Christ according to the flesh”? 
 
May have MET him, cf Mt 24:18, but probably simply eschewing the  
 
human way of evaluating Christ, as he had before conversion 
 
Question: Which episode in the life of Paul convinced him to no 
longer view Jesus “according to the flesh”? 
 
Acts 26:15-18  conversion, knew Jesus as Lord and Savior 
 
Question: Again, in today’s society, religion is often viewed as one 
component that is tacked onto a person’s life: “This is my profession; 
these are my leisure interests and hobbies, this is my religion.” How 
does Paul give the lie to this kind of thinking in the following verse? 
 
2 Cor 5:17  a whole NEW CREATION 
 
Questions for Further Discussion: 

It has been said, “There can be such a thing as too much religion.” 
True? Untrue? Discuss. 
 
The phrase “in Christ” occurs an astonishing 73 times in the Pauline 
Epistles. What do you understand by that phrase?  
 
In what ways do “old things pass away” in someone’s life when he 
becomes a Christian? In what rather obvious way might this have 
been different for the Corinthian Christians than it is for most of us? 

Part 9 – 2 Cor. 5:11-17  The Love of Christ Compels Us 

Warm-up: Was there a time in your life when you did something very 
difficult for someone close to you? What was your motivation for 
doing that? Did you feel you had a choice? How is this similar to the 
work we do for Christ in His kingdom? 

Question: The NKJV, alone among English versions, translates the 
Greek word phobos in verse 11 as “terror.” Using your background in 
Lutheran doctrine, tell why this is a bad translation! 
 
2 Cor 5:11  fear-give all glory to, stand in awe of, respect 
 
Question: Paul (and all believers) are obviously well-known to God, 
Who knows everything. In what other sense did Paul hope he was 
“well known?” 
 
to the ‘consciences’ of the Corinthians, 
 
Question: Paul urges the Corinthians to “boast” about him! -That 
sounds presumptuous and proud, but look back at the previous verse. 
What was it that the Apostle was really telling them to boast about?  
 
2 Cor 2:12  that guilty consciences were comforted by the Gospel. 
 
Question: Whom was this in contrast to? 
 
Those whose boast was in superficial things, appearances. 
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Question: Barry Goldwater famously said, “Extremism in the cause of 
liberty is no vice.” Previously Paul had been extreme in his criticism of 
the Corinthians (1 Cor. 5:1-6, etc.) His opponents went as far as to say 
he was crazy! But what was his motivation?  
 
2 Cor 2:13  it was for God  
 
And for whose sake was Paul’s current, more moderate tone? 
 
(more moderate tone was for them) 
 
Paul has been explaining that he had no choice but to speak and act 
toward the Corinthians as he had. Now he tells the reason why. What 
is that reason? 
 
2 Cor 2:14a (first seven words)  the love of Christ compelled him 
 
The Greek word for “compel” means to surround, to control, to 
constrain. And the force that constrained Paul in everything he did 
was “the love of Christ.” This phrase could mean one of three things: 
 1) Christ’s love for us,  
 2) Our love for Christ, or  
 3) A Christ-like love we have for others.  
Which do you think is meant in this passage and why? 
 
Meyer says Christ-like love, says the hard things that need saying (I  
 
say Christ’s love, which is the root of all Christian love, cf 1 John 4:19,  
 
He first loved us) 
 
What does 1 John 4:19 say on this?  We love Him because He first  
 
loved us 
 

What does Paul pray for in Ephesians 3:17-19?   
 
Ephesians 3:17-19  That they may know even a LITTLE of the love of  
 
Christ, have even a GLIMPSE of the fathomless love of Christ! 
 
Question: What follows is a wonderful statement that concisely 
presents three main areas of theology: LAW, GOSPEL, and 
SANCTIFICATION. Identify the words from these two verses that apply 
to each teaching: 
 
2 Cor 5:14b-15 LAW:  implied in the word “died” – we deserved 
 
GOSPEL:  “He died for all” Gk huper, substitution, one for the other 
 
SANCTIFICATION:  “live no longer for themselves, but for Him” 
 
Question: In today’s society, the life goal of serving oneself is so taken 
for granted that it’s hardly mentioned. But how does this passage 
contradict that thinking? 
 
For believers, serving CHRIST is the main goal in life! 
 
Question: What does Paul say to the Galatians on the same subject? 
 
Galatians 2:20  no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me 
 
Question: In the next verse of our chapter, what does Paul say he has 
resolved never to do? 
 
2 Cor 5:16  to regard anyone “according to the flesh” 
 
What does that mean? 
 
To judge by outward appearance, education, wealth, etc. 
 


